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ABOVE GROUND is published monthly by COBALT BLUE 
with the release date being the first day of each month. 
Advertising copy deadline is the 15th day of the month 
previous to release date. 

ABOVE GROUND makes no indication of the sexual 
orientation of persons, groups, and organizations 
mentioned in name or shown in photographs throughout 
its articles, advertisements, columns and listings. 

With exception to the Editor Speaks column, all opinions 
expressed within above ground are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect the views and 
opinions of ABOVE GROUND or Cobalt Blue. 

ABOVE ground reserves the right to reject, republish, 
and edit any written material submitted unless otherwise 
specified in writing prior to its publication. All rights 
reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
in any form without the written consent of Cobalt Blue. 

ABOVE GROUND 
PO Box 1656 

Allentown, PA 18105-1656 


Editor Spooks! 

With Summer just about reaching it's midpoint, 
we at Above Ground are already busy planning for 
the months ahead. 

We have new regular columns in the works, as 
well as plans to increase our distribution area. We 
are still looking for individuals who would like to 
work, freelance, selling ad space in all areas of our 
distribution. A few extra hours a week, an outgo¬ 
ing, friendly personality, and a winning smile are all 
it takes. If you or someone you know is interested, 
please call me at (610)821 -1321. 

We are always looking for contributing writers for 
the magazine. If you have always had something 
to say, but nowhere to say it, this may be the place 
for you. The pay stinks, ($0), but the recognition is 
great. If you are interested send your material to 
the address listed at bottom left of this page. 

Here at AboveGround, we realize that many of 
you would write us more often if you could do it 
through E-mail. No more excuse then, OK? Our 
E-mail address is ABOVEGRND@AOL.COM. We 
also have plans in the works for other ways you 
can connect with us each month via your modem. 
Keep watching for further updates in each issue. 

Bloopers are just a fact from time to time when 
you're printing on a tight deadline. So if any of you 
showed up at the Stonewall White Party on the 
Monday before the event, we deeply apologize. 
Also for those of you who may have seen the BKB 
ad and didn't know where to go, we apologize for 
that as well. Sorry we blooped! 

PRIDE of the Lehigh Valley was having a couple 
of the same difficulties last month and asked that I 
pass along their apology for inadvertently omitting 
two names in their full page ad last month. The 
Stonewall and the Monterey Restaurant were 
missed on the list, and need to be mentioned for 
all they did in helping to make the 2nd Annual 
Lehigh Valley PRIDE Festival a huge success. 

Both of these businesses along with all of the 
many other contributors should be commended on 
the part they played in this year's event. Hats off 
to you all! 

One final note: 

The Annual F.A.C.T Summer Games is right 
around the corner. This year will be the tenth 
anniversary for this event. Mark your calendars so 
you don't miss it. Remember the cause is the 
same and more important than ever. 

M.Hemphill, editor 








KBWD£SIGNS 

Handcrafted Jewelry 
Fine Jewelry - Custom Design 

KIM BACON 

908-479-6765 or 261 Rte. 173 E. 

1-800-443-5865 Asbury, NJ 08802 


® (i Look Back 


OUT IN NYC 

Sunday, June 
18, PRIDE of the 
Lehigh Valley 
sponsored a bus 
trip to the Gay 
Pride Parade in 
NYC. The bus left 
from the Stonewall 
parking lot early in 
the morning as the 
eager passengers 
anticipated the 
event. Everyone who went said they had a great time 
and most plan on doing it again next year. As always 
there was a small group of narrow-minded hecklers, but 
the day "carried on" without any noticeable problems. 
Who were those four who missed the bus back though? 


CHAMPAGNE FOR 
THE VALLEY 

On Sunday, July 9, 
Diamonz was taken by 
storm by the appearance of 
Ms Evelyn "Champagne" 
King. With her energetic 
stage performances she 
roused the audience, who 
sang and danced right 
along, with hits such as 
"Love Come Down", 
"Shame", "I'm In Love," and 
many more. Afterwards 
she signed autographs and surprised everyone by 
joining the packed house in at Sunday Karaoke night. 


RAISING THE ROOF WHILE RAISING THE DEAD 
Thursdays in July, the Stonewall presented the latest 
live sitcoms from Jerry Schmidt. This month featured 
four seperate shows, and as always featured the highly 
talented "Enigma Players." The cast picture above was 
from the second show, "Bride of Frankenbologniastein." 
All four shows kept the audience in stitches. The other 
shows included: "Cindy and her Steps", "Wife of 
Frank...", and "Murder in the Kosher Kitchen." 
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CDondaus: 

$5 Drink Special 
DJ 10pm - 2am 

TTuescUus: 

$5 Drink Special 
Wing Night 

(all-you-can-eat only $2.99) 

(JJednesd&us: 

$5 Drink Special 
$1 Coupon Night 
Music Dance Video Night 



Brian (owner) 
Keith (manager) 

OuiRsdaus: 

$5 Drink Special 
Oldies Night 
DJ 10pm - 2am 

padAus And SaruRdAus: 

Special Happy Hour 
(8-10) $1 off all drinks! 
DJ 10pm - 2am 


724 Franklin Street • Reading, PA 19602 • (610)375-7878 

Free Underground Parking across the street! HOURS: Monday through Saturday 8:00 PM - 2:00 AM 


DID YOU DO DORNEY? 

Saturday, July 22 Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom, 
located on Hamilton Boulevard in Dorneyville, was 
treated to the arrival of 300 gays and lesbians, and their 
friends and families. 

The event was co-sponsored by Grassroots Queers of 
Philadelphia and The Lehigh Valley Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force. The park made discounted tickets 
available to the organizations as well as providing a 


pavilion where individuals could bring in their own food 
and refreshments. 

The main purposes of the day was to provide an 
enjoyable day outside to ride, swim, slide and socialize 
while creating exposure for the gay and lesbian 
community. Everyone seemed to have a great time, at 
least until they got home and discovered those 
sunburns! 


























(6) The Rights of Gay and 
Lesbian Parents 
by Steve Black 

We have all heard the sad news of how Sharon Bot¬ 
toms lost custody of her 3 year old son to her mother. 
Sharon Bottoms, a lesbian, was denied the right to raise 
her own child by the Virginia Supreme Court, which 
cited the "moral climate" of the home and the "social 
condemnation" the child would face outside it as justifi¬ 
cation for it's conclusion. The court reached this deci¬ 
sion despite more than 30 studies that show that chil¬ 
dren of gay and lesbian parents possess social skills, 
sexual identities, and self images that are no different 
than those raised by heterosexual parents. 

This decision sent fear through gay and lesbian par¬ 
ents across the country. The news reinforced their 
worst fear, losing their children because of their sexual 
orientation. Could this happen to them? Could it hap¬ 
pen in Pennsylvania? 

This is not an easy question to answer: however, 
there are some legal reassurances from PA law. Most 
importantly, the Virginia Court decision in Sharon Bot¬ 
toms' case is not legally binding in Pennsylvania. The 
legal standard in any custody case is "the best interest 
of the child." Goals of the judge's decision include: pre¬ 
serving a loving relationship with both parents, consis¬ 
tency and stability in the child's life, 
keeping siblings together, and some¬ 
times the child's wishes. There is no 
presumption in favor of the mother or 
father, no matter what age of the child. 

In PA, a parent is rarely denied all 
forms of custody. A legal parent may 
be limited to visitation only where there 
are serious issues concerning the 
safety or ability to properly care for the 
child. 

It is extremely unlikely that a court in 
Pennsylvania would uphold a chal¬ 
lenge from a non-parent to legal and 
physical custody by a natural parent. 

In this situation, the legal parent has a 
primary right to custody. A challenge 
may be brought by a non-parent, such 
as a grandparent, aunt, etc., but the 
court will require that person to show 
"substantial and compelling reasons" 
why they should be granted custody, 

This burden increases as the non¬ 
parent seeks to spend more time with 
the child. This means a non-parent will 
have a higher burden if they are seek¬ 
ing primary physical custody rather 
than visitation. This burden is ex¬ 


tremely high and hard to prove, meaning that gay and 
lesbian parents should not lose primary physical cus¬ 
tody to a non-parent. 

Gay and Lesbian parents more often suffer chal¬ 
lenges to custody of their children from a former spouse 
who is also a natural parent of the child. Sexual orien¬ 
tation is relevant to custody decisions; however, it is 
only one of many factors that are to be considered. In 
1985 the Pennsylvania Superior Court held that a fa¬ 
ther's homosexuality was properly considered in grant¬ 
ing only limited partial custody and barring his partner's 
presence during the visits. The court stated, "Where 
there is a custody dispute between members of a tradi¬ 
tional family environment and one of homosexual com¬ 
position, the presumption of regularity applies to the 
traditional relationship and the burden of proving no 
adverse effect of the homosexual relationship falls on 
the person advocating it." ( Constant A. v. Paul C.A .. 
344 Pa. Super. 49, 58, 66(1985) ). The case has been 
applied to custody cases decided since. 

In 1992 the Superior Court decided another case that 
improved the standing of gay and lesbian parents in 
custody cases. This case reversed a Carbon County 
decision that required a lesbian mother to visit her son 
only at her parents home and that her lover not be pre¬ 
sent. The Superior Court stated: 

"The solution... is not to penalize [the child] further by 
restricting his contact with his mother and prohibiting 

continued, see Parents ... page 27 


Joseph F. Galio, Jr. 

1950-1995 

Thursday, July 13 the Valley lost one of it's most colorful 
personalities. 

"Jo-Jo", as he was better known to most, was a person you 
were sure to be aware of if you spent any time in local clubs over 
the past ten years. 

Most recently Joe worked at the Stonewall as part of its 
cleaning staff. He had also worked numerous years as a cook at 
S.L. Fingers, and Valley Pizza. 

Through his many colorful alter-egos, Joe always added a 
special spice to the flavour of our local community. Those who 
knew him well, however, were always sure to check out the color 
of his hair before they called to him by name. It was far more 
common to see "Liz" out, but occasionally it could be the bold 
blond, Eve, or the brazen redhead, Scarlet. 

Joe was a great lover of music, and was an accomplished 
organist. He was also sure to be seen at just about every 
Karaoke night adding his distinctive style to the evening's 
offerings. 

Joe will be sadly missed by many of us throughout the Lehigh 
Valley, but he has left countless memories for us to hold onto in 
our hearts forever. 
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DATE 

TYPE 

EVENT 

TIME 

LOCATION 

AUG 2 

***/D 

The Comedic Illusions of C.C. RAE 

11:30 PM 

STONEWALL 


D 

TINSEL GARLAND 

11 PM 

CARTWHEEL 

AUG 5 

L 

MICHAEL FERRERI 

10PM-1:30AM 

STONEWALL 


L 

SHARON ETTINGER 

9 PM 

DIAMONZ 

AUG 6 

*** 

Swimwear/Sportswear Fasion Show 

11 PM 

STONEWALL 


P 

LADIES PARTY 

CALL 

CARTWHEEL 


P 

"Diamonz Al“ Birthday Bash 

6 PM 

DIAMONZ 


M 

PRIDE of the L.V. general meeting 

4 PM 

Grace Cov. Church 

AUG 9 

D 

TINSEL GARLAND 

12 AM 

STONEWALL 


ST 

THE DREAM TEAM male review 

11 PM 

STONEWALL 

AUG 13 

ST 

HEARTLAND HUNKS male review 

11:30 PM 

CARTWHEEL 


SP 

VOLLEYBALL Round Robin 

4 PM 

DIAMONZ 


ST 

NASTY BOYS male review 

10 PM 

CANDIDA 

AUG 16 

D 

Maxi Carter & the Girls behind/Wall 

12 AM 

STONEWALL 


D 

TINSEL GARLAND 

11 PM 

CARTWHEEL 

AUG 17 

F/S 

Emplyee Show to benefit F.A.C.T. 

9 PM 

DIAMONZ 

AUG 18 

L 

Elaine Paxson w/ Christian Daizey 

10PM-2AM 

STONEWALL 

AUG 19 

L 

DAMZELS 

9 PM 

DIAMONZ 

AUG 20 

F/SP 

Clubwars Volleyball (Diamonz-vs-Wall) 

4 PM 

DIAMONZ 


ST/P 

BKB featuring The Dream Team 

9 PM 

DIAMONZ 


P 

Dance Party w/ Mary Glennon 

9 PM 

CANDIDA 

AUG 23 

D 

TINSEL GARLAND 

12 AM 

STONEWALL 


ST 

THE DREAM TEAM male review 

11 PM 

CARTWHEEL 

AUG 26 

L 

LOUIE 

9 PM 

DIAMONZ 

AUG 27 

F 

Beach Blanket Bingo to ben. F.A.C.T. 

5-9 PM 

STONEWALL 


L 

DARLENE BIRDSONG 

10 PM 

CANDIDA 

AUG 30 

ST 

STEPHEN BEAUDIN exotic dancer 

11:30 PM 

STONEWALL 


D 

TINSEL GARLAND 

11 PM 

CARTWHEEL 

AUG 31 

F/S 

MS. DIAMONZ CABARET 

9 PM 

DIAMONZ 

SEPT 10 

***/F 

F.A.C.T 10th Ann. SUMMER GAMES 

12 PM 

Rainbow Mt. 

SEPT 22 

***/F 

Lesbians & Friends Dance/Social 

8-11 PM 

Centronia Fire Hall 

SEPT 24 

F//SO 

AIDSWALK '95 

12 PM 

A-town Rose Grdn. 


EVENT TYPE CODES 


P- PARTY L - LOUNGE/LIVE VOCAL ST-STRIP SHOW S - MISC. SHOW SO - SOCIAL EVENT 
D-DRAG SHOW F - FUND-RAISER ***-SPECIAL EVENT B - BAR PROMO S - SPORTS EVENT 











SUNDAY 

WEDNESDAY 


>1 

-TEA DANCE/CARTWHEEL/4-8PM 

-MOVIE NIGHT/SCARAB 

i < 


-BEER BASH / DIAMONZ / 4-6PM 

-POOL LEAGUE/CANDIDA/8PM 



-BEER BASH & BUFFET / CANDIDA / 6-8PM 

(starting August 9) 

t 

! 

(starting August 13) 

-VIDEO DANCE NIGHT /SCARAB 



-KARAOKE / DIAMONZ / 9PM-2AM 

-POOL LEAGUE / DIAMONZ / 8PM 


. 

-KARAOKE / STONEWALL / 10PM-2AM 

~$1 COUPON NIGHT/SCARAB 

Liv, 

■ 

MONDAY 

-ALL AGE NIGHT/STONEWALL/10PM-2AM 
-DRAG SEARCH w/ Monica Rey / CARTWHEEL 

THURSDAY 

-KARAOKE / DIAMONZ / 9PM-2AM 
-SLOW DANCE/DIAMONZ/9-12 
-OLDIES NIGHT /SCARAB 

h v v 

t 

1 

TUESDAY 

-KARAOKE / CANDIDA / 10PM-2AM 



-VOLLEYBALL / Lehigh Parkway / 6:30PM 
(The Velvet Spikers) 

FRIDAY 

-BEER BASH / DIAMONZ / 8-10PM 

v :% 


-COUNTRY-WESTERN / CARTWHEEL / 8:30pm 
-COUNTRY-WESTERN / STONEWALL / 9-12 



-KARAOKE / DIAMONZ / 9PM 

-COUNTRY-WESTERN / DIAMONZ / 

8-10:30PM 

-KARAOKE/SCARAB 

-DJ REQUEST NIGHT / DIAMONZ /10:30-2:00 


PRESENTS... 


SUPER SUNDAYS 


(Starting Aug. 13) 

BEER BASH 

BUFFET 

6PM-8PM 

• All the Tap beer 

you can drink 
• Happy Hour prices 
on cocktails 

• Food from Ethel's 
Southern Kitchen 

All Events $8 


Auqust 13 


Auqust 20 


Auqust 27 

NASTY 

BOYS 

Male 

Review 


DANCE 

PARTY 

with 

Mary Glennon 


Darlene 

Birdsong 

10:00 PM 


9:00 PM 


10:00 PM 


Join Candida's 
Pool League 
Wednesdays 
8PM 

(starting Aug. 9) 


Don't Forget 
KARAOKE 
Every Thursday 
10 pm - 2 AM 
with host 
T.Roth 


247 N. Twelfth Street • Allentown,, PA • (610)434-3071 

































City Shapes 

One of the many things 
that contribute to a city's 
unique personality is the 
variety of artwork it dis¬ 
plays in open spaces. 
This month we have cho¬ 
sen to display some of the 
more prominent sculptures 
that many Allentown resi¬ 
dents see every day, yet 
probably pay little attention 
to. 




Most of this small 
sampling shown here 
can be found in Allen¬ 
town's city parks. Oth¬ 
ers are from the down¬ 
town mall area as well 
as from in front of the 
City Hall. The variety 
of mediums used for 
these works is as var¬ 





ied as the emotions they evoke. 

Some such as the "block and screw" form, pictured at 
bottom left, seem to be favorably accepted by the 

majority of people who see 
them, while others tend to 
produce more mixed feel¬ 
ings. A good example of 
this is the sculpture pic¬ 
tured to the far, bottom 
right. If you were to ap¬ 
proach this work from the 
rear, you may first get the 
impression of a red giant 
lounging in the grass facing 
away from you. On closer 
viewing, however, you can 
get an impression of what 
many others see by read¬ 
ing what they have 
scratched into the paint. 


"Get this Junk out of 
our park'" and "This is 
not Art!" are just a few 
of the critical reviews 
you can see etched 
into its surface. This 
really sums up the 
way most people feel 
about some of these 
works ... "You either 
love them, or hate 
them!" 

There is a surprising 
number of uniquely 
different works placed 
all over the city of Al¬ 
lentown. It's hard to 
believe though, if you 
would ask someone 
downtown. While 
catching a photo of 
































the Blue "I-Beam" fig¬ 
ures in front of City 
Hall, we asked a few 
people where to find 
other outdoor sculp¬ 
tures around the city. 
The most common 
replies were to the 
effect of "I think there 
are a couple down in 
the park," and "there's 
that "screw-thing" 
somewhere on Hamil¬ 




ton Street." 

Public art is a gift that 
belongs to each person 
of the community. 
Through it we can see 
our own unique individu¬ 
ality. Whether you love 
it, or hate it, you should 
take the time to know 
about the outdoor art in 
your area. When some¬ 
one from another area 
visits, it serves as a sub¬ 
tle first impression of the 
personality of your town. 
It can project the feel of 
an old-fashioned quiet 
community or the vitality 


of a modern city. 
Take a drive around 
town some weekend 
looking for outdoor 
sculpture. You may 
be surprised to see 
many things you 
have looked at, yet 
never noticed. 





The Blue Ribbon Gallery 

78 Ney Alley 
New Hope, PA 

(215) 862-3622 
Featured works of 

MICHAEL ISKRA 

acrylics - oils - pastels - etchings - nudes 


The Moose Lounge 

28-30 N. 10th Street 
Allentown, PA 

(610) 432-0215 

An exhibit of broken-colour design art by 

lolsta Hatt 

(continuing through mid-August ) 
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Wednesday, August 2 
The Comedic Illusions of 

C.C. RAE 


Sunday. August 6 - 11pm 

SWIM-WEAR FASHION SHOW 

To Benefit L.V.G.L.Task Force 


Wednesday. August 9 & 

TINSEL GARLAND 

Midnight in the Disco 


23 


Sunday. August 13 

HEARTLAND HUNKS 


Wednesday. August 16 

MAXI CARTER 

And the Girls Behind The Wall 


Sunday. August 27 - 5-9pm 

BINGO for F.A.C.T.'s 
Family Support Services 


Wednesday. August 30 

the Erotic Dance of 

STEPHEN BEAUDIN 


Saturday. August 5 

MICHAEL FERRERI 

On Piano 10pm - 1:30am 


Friday. August 18 

ELAINE PAXSON 

With Christian Daizey 


Male Review 


SlTOnEWALL 


28-30 n. 1 Oth Street, Allentown, PA 18101 (610) 432-0215 Play 



























Standing Out In The 

Did you ever buy a great looking 
swimsuit, somewhere out of town, only 
to find that three other people are 
wearing the same thing when you trot 
on down to the beach? Unless you 
always swim in your birthday suit, you 
have probably run into this more than 
once. Equally frustrating can be the 
task of finding a suit that fits your own 
curves as well as it does your attitude. 

Well you don't have to run off to Rio 
in order to get a suit that no one else 
is wearing. Ron Serfass, who has had 
his swim-wear worn by people from all 
over the world, has recently opened a 
studio near Palmerton, PA. About five 
years ago Ron moved to Orlando, Flor¬ 
ida, and was working in the house¬ 
keeping department at the PARLIA¬ 
MENT HOUSE, a large all-gay resort 
Hanging around the pool after work 
gave him the opportunity to self-model 
some of his newly created swim-wear. 
He soon realized the potential for his 
business as people eagerly inquired 
about his one-of-a-kind suits. 

In response to family needs, Serfass 
moved back to nearby, Aquashicola, 
PA. Since, he has continued produc¬ 
ing his suits while setting up his new 
studio and workshop. Some of his 
designs are being sold locally through 
CONDOMS GALORE in Fullerton, 
GROWNUPS in New Hope, as well as 
at The LEATHER CLOSET in Orlando. 
He will soon be distributing to shops in 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Maryland 


Crowd 


With the newly reformulated 
Skin Management* products for 
men. They offer a sensible 
way to keep skin in peak condition. 
They're easy to use. And they 
deliver results. Don't face 
another day without them. 

Call me today. 

MARY KAY 

Andrea Lee Hemphill 

Independent 
Skin Care Consultant 

( 610 ) 965-3013 


If you would like more 
information about Ron 
Serfass swim-wear, please 
call him at (610)826-8037 or 
address mail to him at P.O. 
Box 24, Aquashicola, PA 
18012. 


LOOK YOUR 
BEST... 


and New York. 

All of his swim-wear, which is cur¬ 
rently predominantly for men, is hand¬ 
made by himself in his shop. In addi¬ 
tion to his pre-made suits, he also cus¬ 
tom designs and produces suits for indi¬ 
viduals by appointment at his studio. 
He remarked that people can even wait 
in his sitting area enjoying television 
while he prepares their uniquely fitted 
suit. 

Ron is always in search of new mod¬ 
els for his swim-wear, and likes to use 
local people. He will be having a fash¬ 
ion show at the Stonewall in Allentown 
on Sunday, August 6. In it his current 
group of models will showcase some of 
his latest designs. He will also be add¬ 
ing undergarments and workout wear 
to his collection, all of which will be 
seen in his catalog coming soon. He is 
also in the process of having his fash¬ 
ions featured for sale in some of the 
major mail order catalogues available 
to our community. 


photo: Derek Orchard model: Vincent Doddy 






















For Blood or Money!? 

by B. Lee 


Sunday, July 9, opposing teams from the staffs of 
DIAMONZ and STONEWALL came together for a 
heated competition of volleyball on DIAMONZ's home 
court. The event was declared to be a fund-raiser for 
the Lehigh Valley Gay & Lesbian Task Force. One has 
to wonder if the participants of this game had come with 
thoughts of working together to raise money for a good 
cause, or simply to "duke it out" as part of an ongoing 
rivalry. Many people have felt that the old-timer, 
STONEWALL and the new-comer, DIAMONZ have both 
been in bitter conflict since the latter opened some two 
and a half years ago. 

Anywhere you go the story is always the same. When¬ 
ever a new gay bar opens in town, it brings with it many 
mixed emotions. For the majority of the community it 
brings the delight of having another option as to where 
night-time socializing can take place. For some, how¬ 
ever, it can bring n different emotions altogether. Mem¬ 
bers of the staff at the local establishments often take 
on a defensive attitude, fearing that this new addition to 
town could result in lower or no wages for themselves. 
Individuals from the staff of the new bar, who in many 
cases are ex-employees from competing or defunct 
establishments in town, often take on an offensive na¬ 
ture, feeling that in order for their place of work to sur¬ 
vive, they will have to defeat the old dogs on the block. 
And, in some instances there are employees that obtain 
positions at both locations, and feel like they are often 
stuck in limbo between opposing forces. Added to this 
are often many loyal patrons who almost take offense 
when asked if they have been to the new place yet. 

Although this isn't the case for every employee at 
every establishment, it is more often than not the norm. 
Here in the Lehigh Valley, persons old enough to re¬ 
member can attest to this situation occurring countless 
times. All of these businesses are, in reality, in competi¬ 
tion for, what appears to be, the same resources in the 


same general area. At some point all bars feel this 
sense of anxiousness when a new place opens in town. 
And looking back at who remains from a long list of bars 
in this area over the past 20 years, it seems they are 
right in their feelings of insecurity. Consider a list that 
includes; MUSICAL BAR, RUBE'S, STONEWALL, The 
SHED, ROSEMARY'S, THE GIN MILL, CANDIDA, THE 
CLUB, THE JUNCTION, THE 13TH ST. PUB, SILHOU¬ 
ETTE, JEFF'S CITY LINE PUB, and most recently, 
DIAMONZ. Add to that a few mixed clubs and others 
places, that eluded my memory of 17 "out" years, and 
you come up with quite a variety. 

Looking at this list, one may be led to assume that our 
area cannot support very many gay establishments at 
one time. It would follow then that each bar would have 
to always be in cut-throat competition with everyone 
else in order to survive. Those who have stood the test 
of time, however, would be able to tell you that the initial 
heated competition involved when a new place opens, 
is not detrimental to any parties involved. It is in fact 
this competition that helps keep some establishes 
around for so long. An establishment that collapses as 


a result of new competition 
was destined for their own 
demise. If the other bars in 
town have become lazy and 
assuming, this is just the 
wake-up call they need to 
get back to pleasing their 
patrons. 

Many factors determine 
the number of clubs, of the 
same type, that can co¬ 
exist in any area. A small 
population can only support 
a limited number of dance 
clubs, unless they are 
numerous enough and 





Monterey, a great place for the girls 
and I to have lunch or dinner. We're 
always comfortable and the food is 
great... 


STREET 

PA 


grouped closely enough to attract people to drive a 
longer distance. In any case, each bar that wants to 
succeed must develop it's own niche. The gay and les¬ 
bian community is very diverse in its interests and 
pleasures. Many gay men can't stand pounding discos 
and drag shows, and there more than a few lesbians 
who don't like to shoot pool. The true formula for the 
longevity of any gay bar is to find your main attraction, 
and be ever aware of the changes you have to make to 
remain the best at it. 

When you look at who remains from the long list of 
bars that have given it a go in our area, you can easily 
see why they are still here. STONEWALL has been 
considered the Valley's best gay dance club for many 
years, and has had to make many changes in order to 
stay there. CANDIDA has remained for 15 years by 
building the atmosphere of a neighborhood bar 
where you can still have a great time. And the new¬ 
comer, DIAMONZ, will be celebrating its 3rd anniver¬ 
sary in December. Even though this may seem a 
short run compared to the other two, DIAMONZ has 
already developed a niche, earning a reputation for 
bringing loads of national performers to their stage. 

All three have also proven to be powerhouses when it 
comes to raising money for the many needs of our 
community. 

So, you may be asking, what about the game? 


Well, it would appear that both bars playing in this par¬ 
ticular competition had only the common good in mind. 
Players from both teams, some in good shape, some in 
fair, and some (personally speaking), who should have 
stayed in bed, assembled by the court after a cocktail in 
the bar. The best-of-three competition consisted of five 
players on each side at a time. Having not practiced for 
the event, and in some cases not having played in 
years, the STONEWALL team was easy to understand 
the loss of the first game. But, just as DIAMONZ 
started cracking down in the second game, the STONE¬ 
WALL secret weapon arrived... the cheerleaders!! The 
game quickly took a turn, and the STONEWALL team 
was able to take relief in not having been shut out. 
Possibly to the teams own surprise, the STONEWALL 
took the last game and claimed victory for the day. 

continued, see Vollyball ... page 21 
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(g) Let Your Home Welcome 
Every Buyer! 

By Gail Hoover ; Realtor 

Follow these tips and with little effort, you can make 
your home ready to sell more quickly and at a better 
price. 

1. FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE IMPORTANT! 
Remember, when a prospect comes to look at your 
house, the first thing he will see is your home's front 
door! Be sure that it is fresh and clean. Keep your lawn 
and landscaping well manicured and trim looking. Rake 
your yard free of refuse and leaves. If it snowed, be cer¬ 
tain that you've removed the ice and snow from walk 
and steps. 

2. WHAT YOU SHOW IS WHAT YOU GET! 

Faded walls and worn woodwork will reduce the appeal 
of your home. Why try to tell a prospect how your home 
could look...when you can show him how bright and 
fresh your home could actually be with a reasonable 
amount of redecoration? A quicker sale at a higher 
price will result. 

3. LET THE SUN SHINE IN! 

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT... Open those drapes, cur¬ 
tains and blinds all the way so that prospects can see 
how bright and cheerful your home is. 

4. FIX THAT LEAKY FAUCET 

Dripping water discolors sinks and suggests faulty or 


worn out plumbing. Paint that ceiling stain where the 
tub upstairs overflowed "last year." Any indications of 
plumbing problems will cause concern on the behalf of 
the buyer, even if unwarranted! 

5. LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT 

Take a few minutes to check that your doors don't stick 
or have lose knobs on them. Don't forget your windows 
and cabinet drawers. Get all those minor flaws fixed 
since they detract from your home's value. 

6. SAFETY FIRST AND ALWAYS! 

Keep stairs and hallways clear and clean. This will pre¬ 
vent injuries as well as avoiding detracting by distrac¬ 
tion. 

7. BIG CLOSETS! 

Make them look bigger by having them neat and well 
organized. This will show that your house has ample 
closet space. Put any out-of-season clothes into stor¬ 
age somewhere else! 

8. BATHROOMS SELL HOMES ! 

Make these rooms sparkle! Repair damaged or discol¬ 
ored caulking in the tubs and showers. Be sure the 
towels and rugs are bright. 

These are some simple, yet very important tips to insure 
a quick sale at a good price. 

Gail Hoover is a Realtor with Patt-White Co., Better Homes 
& Gardens. For more helpful tips or help in purchasing or 
selling your home, you can contact her at (610) 439-1491 
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TICKET OUTLETS 


In Allentown 
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INSIGHTS 

by Jacqueline Marish, M.A. 

ADD A "D" 

Add a D to anger and you get danger. Anger js dan¬ 
gerous. Anger can be the kind that drives people to vio¬ 
lence or it can be the kind that does subtle violence to 
yourself. This article focuses on the ordinary, everyday 
sort of annoying incidents that each of us face. If you're 
the type of person whose immediate reaction to road 
delays or supermarket lines is to blame somebody, start 
fuming and dialoguing in your mind or out loud, then 
your anger may be danger. Your anger is more likely to 
harm your health than someone whose personality is 
not tinged with cynicism, anger and aggression. These 
are not my words but come directly from Dr. Redford 
Williams and Dr. Virginia Williams, authors of Anger 
Kills . 

Hostility is harmful to ones health and scientific re¬ 
search supports this. Additionally, evidence indicates 
that hostile people are more likely to be smokers, drink 
more alcohol and consume more calories. These be¬ 
haviors obviously put one's health at risk also. Hostile 
people also damage their relationships because of the 
way their cynical attitude erupts into anger and aggres¬ 
sion. 

Conquering hostility takes time, practice and patience; 
all of which are not routine habits for hostile people. But 
there are more helpful techniques available. It is possi¬ 
ble to modify hostility without losing your dynamic, ener¬ 
getic qualities. 

Being cynical means having an attitude of mistrust 
toward other people's motives. Anger is the emotion 
which gets triggered by the cynical attitude. Aggression 
is the behavior used to release the angry emotion. 

The body's reaction to the hostile person goes some¬ 
thing like this: Nerve cells in the brain trigger the adre¬ 
nal glands to release large doses of adrenaline and cor¬ 
tisol into the bloodstream; the adrenaline causes the 
heart to pump faster; blood pressure soars; adrenaline 
causes the arteries to the muscle to open wide; the ex¬ 
tra cortisol in the bloodstream amplifies the effect on the 
heart and arteries; the heart pumps out an excessive 
amount of blood; blood pressure increases and dam¬ 
ages cells in the lining of one of the coronary arteries; 
fat cells empty their contents into the bloodstream; the 
liver converts the fat into cholesterol which builds into a 
blockage of blood flow. 

Drs. Redford and Williams recommend the following 
psychological strategies for anger reduction : Defeat 
anger by: 1. reasoning with yourself 2. thought - stop¬ 
ping 3. distraction 4. meditation 5. avoid over- 
stimulation. Improve relationships by: 1. pets 2. lis¬ 
tening 3. trusting 4. community service 5. empathy 6. 



tolerance 7. forgiveness 8. have a confidant. Adopt 
positive attitudes by: 1. humor 2. religion 3. pretend 
today is your last. 

As a practicing psychotherapist, I see the damage 
hostility causes to relationships. It's not a matter of a 
lack of love by the hostile partner, it's a matter of the 
impact the hostility has on the non-hostile partner. Per¬ 
haps health concerns are not enough for the hostile 
person to become motivated to change. Perhaps the 
threat or actual experience of losing a partner one loves 
will be the motivation to reduce one's cynicism, anger 
and aggression. The danger of the anger may be the 
death of a relationship, and if it kills one relationship it 
will kill a second or a third. 
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Title: Bette Of Roses 
Artist: Bette Midler 
Rating: 3 stars 

A few months back, I reviewed former Bette backup 
singer Katey Sagal's first solo outing Well. Quite hon¬ 
estly, I could simply dust off that review, after a few titles 
and submit it for Bette Of Roses. Nifty time saver, but I 
opted not to. As I listen, I keep thinking of the dilemma 
poor Bette and Atlantic Record execs had in compiling 
this album. That is, how do you market a middle aged 
woman who modern listeners best remember for her 


sappy soundtrack crooning, while still having vocally the 
diva driven rasp of the pill-popping rocker from "The 
Rose?" 

Simple ... take lyrics such as "I didn't want you to see 
me like this, the light of dawn can be so cruel... how I 
want to deserve you," and set them to music that is ripe 
for MOR Music TV. Throw in a Broadway-esque "The 
Perfect Kiss," and a Springsteen style "The Last Time" 
(remember when Bruce's arms were as wimpy as his 
chord changes?), and lay them all together in a thorn- 
free Bette Of Roses. Nothing on the album will prick 
you, it's light, fragrant and yearning for BIC's to be sway¬ 
ing in the air. 
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Title: Post 
Artist: Bjork 
Rating: 4 stars 

Bjork and Toni Childs have always reminded me 
of one another. Bjork's first solo outing Debut and 
Toni Childs' latest A Woman's World are two exam¬ 
ples of what I call "pop extreme." What I mean by 
this is that the songs on both of these albums are 
so avant-garde that they seem a far cry from stan¬ 
dard pop. Their hooks, however, are so catchy, it 
is hard to resist singing along. Now Bjork offers 
her second album, Post. This time it is more diffi¬ 
cult to sing along. Now it is almost as if Bjork is 
saying: "shut up, sit up, and listen to me!" Listen 
















DJ's TOP TEN 


DJ : Casey 

DJ : Mike Tolleson 

DJ : David Petrilla 

Bar: SCARAB / Reading 

Bar: DIAMONZ / Bethlehem 

Bar: STONEWALL / Allentown 

1. Baby Baby 

1. Bad Girls 

1. As Long As You're 

CORONA 

XAVIER GOLD 

Good To Me 

2. Total Eclipse 

2. Tyler More Mary 

JUDY CHEEKS 

NICKI FRENCH 

RAGEOUS PROJECTING 

2. Plastik Dread 

3. This Is How We Do It 

FRANKLIN FUENTES 

C.L. MCSPADDEN 

MONTELL JORDAN 

3. Back For Good 

3. Scream 

4. Scream 

LIPSTICK 

MICHAEL JACKSON 

MICHAEL JACKSON 

4. Don't make Me Wait 

4. Tremendous Pain 

5. Move It To The Rhythm 

LOVELAND 

YELLO 

TECHNOTRONIC 

5. Love Love Love - 

5. Better Days Ahead 

6. Your Loving Arms 

Here 1 Come 

TYRELL CO. 

BILLIE RAY MARTIN 

ROLLO GOES MYSTIC 

6. Heart Of Glass 

7. Come And Get Your Love 

6. Officer Where's Your Brol 

ther BLONDIE 

REAL MCCOY 

MOREL 

7. Free To Be 

8. Relax 

7. Think Of You 

RUPAUL 

CRYSTAL WATERS 

WHIGFIELD 

8. Build It With Love 

9. Dim All The Lights 

8. Gimme All Your Lovin' 

LONDONBEAT 

LAURA BRANIGAN 

BROWN & MAZELLE 

9. My Love Is For Real 

10. You Never Love 

9. Passion 

PAULA ABDUL 

The Same 

JON OF THE 

10. Don’t Give Me Your Life 

ROZALLA 

PLEASED WIMMIN 

ALEX PARTY 


10. 1 Can Feel Desire 
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we will, because Post is a joy 
to experience. "Army Of Me" 
and "Enjoy" are steamrollers. 
Their percussive arrange¬ 
ments don't embody Bjork's 
unique voice, they're simply 
there to keep pressure on the 
throttle. "Isobel" would not be 
out of place on a program with 
Bartock's Concerto For Or¬ 
chestra. "It's Oh So Quiet" 
could find its way onto Sina¬ 
tra's Duet 3. Post may be like 
wine in that it is an acquired 
taste, but in the same manner, 
it is just as intoxicating. 


If you would like your club's DJ Top Ten 
Published in AboveGround, send it, 
along with DJ name to: 

P.0. Box 1656, 

Allentown, PA 
18105-1656 
or call: 

(610) 821-1321 


Video Hot Picks 


VJ : MITZi D. 

Bar: STONEWALL / Allentown 

1. Funkie Junkie 
ISAAC HAYES 

2. Love So Strong 
SECRET LIFE 

3. Heart Of Glass (rmx) 

BLONDIE 

4. Missing (club mix) 
EVERYTHING BUT THE GIRL 

5. Space Cowboy (rmx) 
JAMIROOQUAI 

6. Open Your Heart 
M PEOPLE 

7. Baby Baby 
CORONA 

8. Scatman 
SCATMAN JOHN 

9. Close To You 
FUN FACTORY 

10. Better Days Ahead 

THE TYRELL CORPORATION 


DJ : Michael De Cero 
Bar: CARTWHEEL 

1. As Long As Your Good To Me 
JUDY CHEEKS 

2. Absolute E-Sensual 

JAKI GRAHAM 

O Dnla v 

CRYSTAL WATERS 

4. My Love Is For Real 
PAULA ABDUL 

5. Failin' In Love 
LA BOUCHE 

6. You Bring Me Joy 
MARY J. BLIGE 

7. Scream 
MICHAEL JACKSON 

8. Cherchez La Femme 
GLORIA ESTEFAN 

9. God's An astronaut 
BLUNT FUNKERS 

10. You Never Love The Same 
ROZALLA 











® Theatre & Performing firts 
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Main Street Theatre 

THE RAINMAKER 
August 2 -12 
BEEHIVE 

August 16 - Sept. 2 
for box office info call: 
215-536-3545 




Allentown College 

The Pennsylvania 
Shakespeare Festival 
MUCH ADO 
ABOUT NOTHING 
continuing 
through Aug. 5 
for box office info call: 
610-282-3192 

Muhlenberg Theatre Assoc. 

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 

continuing through Aug. 13 
for box office info call: 
610-821-3333 

Pennsylvania Playhouse 

NUNSENSE II 

Continuing through Aug. 6 
for box office info call: 
610-865-6665 


West Park 

16th & Linden Sts., Allentown 

THE ALLENTOWN 
BAND 

August 19 - 8pm 
August 27 - 8pm 


Danielle 
Lubene visits 
Space 

Gallery 

by Jamie E. Balliet 

The first time I 
heard Danielle 
Lubene's voice 
charging through 
the speaker of a 
friends stereo , I 
forgot what I was 
talking about. In a 
room full of strang¬ 
ers and acquain¬ 
tances and friends , 
she had the ability 
to pull me into an¬ 
other dimension of consciousness . And when I asked 
the timid, passive looking woman sitting next to me who 
was singing, she smiled with ease and said softly , " 
that's me." 

Connecting that passionate , enigmatic sound to the 
body was admittedly difficult. I bought her independent 
tape ESP AND THE SANDMAN from her that night 
and played it faithfully for three months , creating my 
own image of what she could do with these five incred¬ 
ibly provocative , brassy songs on stage . I didn't even 
get close to the experience . On Saturday , July 15 , 
Danielle Lubene and her band , a wonderful blend of 
musicians and singers , performed at Allentown's Open 
Space Gallery . Not the typical bar venue usually cho¬ 
sen by up and coming alternative singers, this intimate 
performance space with community artwork covering its 
brick walls was close to a perfect setting for Lubene's 
music. Packed with fans from the floor in front of her to 
the staircase leading down by the front doors, Ms 
Lubene lead the crowd through a maze of intricate and 
delicate guitar playing, with just the right blend of 
rhythm from Ken Bussier and drummer Dave Ferrara, 
and the right level of harmony from singers Joanne Pe¬ 
ters and Kathleen Warren. 

From the first forty minute set, Lubene filled the room 
with sounds of dichotomy - often rough and sensual, 
internalized and inviting. Even within her stage pres¬ 
ence she was a mystery; at times playing the tough, 
level-headed leader and at others feeding off of the 
support of her band. She seemed as confident with her 
electric guitar and edgy vocals on "Post Card (Wish You 
Were Here)" as she did with the acoustic sensuality of 












"ESP and the Sandman." 

And then she exploded. The second set 
opened with an invigorating version of "Last 
Hangover," an amazing roller coaster ride of 
energy and persuasion. From this point on 
the audience was hers, trapped in a musical 
sound that exists nowhere but in Lubene's 
vision. Her sound is unique, it's sexy, it's 
magnetic. It's honest, something that is 
rarely provided in the music industry. And 
after she ended her set with a cover of 
Wanda Jackson's "Mean, Mean, Man" it was 
hard to let go of that honesty. 

So she came back, sat down calmly on a 
stool, and sang her heart out one more time. 

Danielle Lubene's tape ESP And The 
Sandman is available at the following 
locations: Toons and Sound Barrier, 

Allentown and Play It Again, Bethlehem. 

To be added to Danielle's mailing list, 
please send your name and address to: P.O. 
Box 20382, Lehigh Valley, PA 18002-0382. 


VOLLEYBALL continued from page 15 

All of the team members, most not spring 
chickens, did a great job in giving their all, 
making the game a fierce competition. Along 
with the teams, other staff members from 
both bars helped raise over $1,300 for the 
Task Force. This is quite an accomplishment 
considering that there was only a very short 
time between event conception and occur¬ 
rence. DIAMONZ may have lost the game, 
but ended up beating out the Wall in raising 
money; over $750. 

And if there was still any bit of unwarranted 
rivalry between the two staffs, it couldn't be 
seen on the court or in the bar festivities af¬ 
terward. Bars that make it around for a while, 
usually end up being, in a sense, a part of 
one another, rather than opposing foes. Just 
as CANDIDA and STONEWALL have devel¬ 
oped into mutually respected friends, so to 
appears the future for DIAMONZ and her "sis¬ 
ters" in the Valley. 

Both bars will come together again along 
with other teams for another round of "CLUB- 
WARS VOLLEYBALL" on Sunday, August 20 
starting at 4 PM. If you are interested in 
more information about the event you can 
contact the Lehigh Valley Gay & Lesbian 
Task Force at (610) 525-1551. And don't for¬ 
get to sponsor the players and make sure to 
be there to help cheer them on! 


JAMES M. FILLMAN, 

M.A. 

Counseling and Psychotherapy 

(215)428-0670 


1400 New Rodgers Road 
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Levittown, PA 19055 

Lansdale, PA 19446 
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Lehigh Valley 
Gay & Lesbian 
Recreational 
Volleyball 


...come have a ball! 


Phone: 610 - 434 - 2966 
P.O. Box 2 1862 Lehigh Valley, PA 18002- 1862 
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Steve 

Black 

A t t c 

) r n c y Vice Chair 

League of Gay & 
Lesbian Voters 

1322 Center Street 

333 S. Camac Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

610-865-7890 

215-735-0852 


Horrorscoops 

by Evil Esther 




AQUARIUS 

Jan. 20-Feb.18 



PISCES 

Feb.19-March 20 



ARIES 

March 21-April 19 



TAURUS 

April 20-May 20 


Looks like another Month of 
work drudgery! Don't get t up¬ 
tight about it, toward month's 
end you schedule will be 
loosening up. Better take 
advantage of what you will 
have left of the Summer, 
does'nt look good for Fall. 



GEMINI 

May 21-June 20 


Long lazy days on the beach, 
doesn't that sound good? 
Well, don't get your hopes up. 
That scandalous affair you had 
last season is going to come to 
the surface while you're on 
holiday. I guess the dog house 
isn't the worst place to relax! 

CANCER 

June 21-July 22 



The way you look in that bikini 
bathing suit could bring tears 
to the eye. Those aren t tears 
of joy, get real! The only one 
that is looking at you lustfully is 
that face in tne mirror. It really 
is time you got back on that 
treadmill. There's still time. 



LEO 

July 23-Aug.22 


My ma taught me that if you 
don't have anything goocf to 
say, to keep quiet. For once 
I'm gonna listen. See Ya! 



VIRGO 

Aug.23-Sept.22 


yoi 

know this month. It’s possible 
that a new love interest is "the 
one" for you. Be careful that 
you don't loose sight of your 
priorities, calling off from work 
to often will be noticed, and 
action could be taken. 


Early part of the month looks 
good for you. Love, work, and 
family present no problems. 
Try to enjoy it and hang on to it 
a while, a tenuous situation 
towards month's end will only 
become a disaster if you let it. 
Watch out for Libra. 


All work and no play... well you 
know the rest. You are going 
to have t put extra effort 
towards getting away from 
those extra hours this month. 
The other half is just about at 
the boiling point. Buy flowers 
and come home early! 


B 

LIBRA 

m 

SCORPIO 

A 

SAGITTARIUS 


SS 

Sept.23-Oct.22 


Oct.23-Nov.21 


Nov.22-Dec.21 


So what is it they say about 
Virgos being meticulous about 
everything?! Looks like you 
will be better known for being 
absent minded and laid back 
this month. Possibly you are 
just experiencing a little self- 
caused burnout, lake a pill! 


CAPRICORN 

Dec.22-Jan.19 


Strangers in the night, 
exchanging glances... Yeah 
that's all you'll De exchanging if 
you know what's good for you. 
That pick-up you are thinking 
about may end you up witn 
more problems and a lot of 
missing jewelry. Beware! 

*Horrorscoops are published f 


Looks like a pretty uneventful 
month for you in August. No 
new love, no new friends, no 
new purchases. Don't let it get 
you to stir-crazy, things will 
pick up towards months end. 
Look at it this way, at least no 
new problems. 

r entertainment purposes only. > 


Things aren't going so good 
lately at the job , neh? well 
don't be too quick to give it up, 
or you may end up 
unemployed a lot longer than 
you think. It will get l)etter if 
you just put a little more effort 
into it. 


running their life based 


Separate vacations may be the 
answer for some relationships, 
but you may want to 
reconsider. There is a god 
chance that you could go 
astray, and it will be no 
accident when the other picks 
up the phone in your room, 
them is obviously in need of 


good therapy!! Life is short. Have a little Fun!! 






















Parents ... continued from page 6 

him from spending time with her and [her lover] in her 
home. The standard 'best interest of the child' requires 
us to consider the full panoply of a child's physical, 
emotional, and spiritual well-being. Of primary impor¬ 
tance to the child's well-being is the child's full and real¬ 
istic knowledge of his parents, except where it can be 
shown that exposure to the parent is harmful to the 
child..." 

"In [the child's] case, one of life's realities is that one 
of his parents is a homosexual. In the absence of evi¬ 
dence that the homosexuality in some way harms the 
boy, limiting [the child's] relationship with that parent 
fails to permit him to confront his life situation." ( Blew 
v. Verta . 420 Pa. Super. 528, 537, (1992)). 

The court narrowed the 1985 decision to mean that, 
"where a parent's homosexual relationship (or, in fact, 
any non-marital relationship) cause harm to a child in 
the parent's custody, the relationship may be the basis 
for restricting or limiting the custody of that parent." The 
court stressed that the harm must result from "the homo¬ 
sexual relationship itself" not "other individuals reaction 
to ... the relationship." The court also recognized psy¬ 
chological studies that show "lesbianism does not corre¬ 


late negatively with the ability to raise a healthy, normal 
child." ( Blew v. Verta . 420 Pa. Super. 528, 537, 538, 539 
(1992)). 

The 1992 case shifted the burden of proof in custody 
cases involving sexual orientation. The 1985 case re¬ 
quired the gay or lesbian parent to show that his or her 
homosexuality would have no negative impact on the 
child. Under the 1992 case, the "straight" parent now 
bears the burden of proving that the gay or lesbian par¬ 
ent’s relationship will negatively affect the child. By al¬ 
lowing psychological studies as evidence and psychia¬ 
trists to testify as expert witnesses this will be difficult to 
prove. 

When confronted by the threat of a custody challenge, 
gay and lesbian parents should consult an attorney to 
review the facts of their particular case. For more infor¬ 
mation, an organization that offers support for gay and 
lesbian parents in custody cases is the Women's Law 
Project (215) 928-9801. 

Steve Black is a openly gay attorney practicing in 
Bethlehem and also serves as vice chair of the PA 
League of Gay and Lesbian Voters. 


















"GAYLUVERS TRAVELS" 

^3' by Beau Hunter 


When Beau was just a babe, his baby-sitters watched 
a show about a highway called "Route 66." The only 
thing I can remember is a lyric from a song something 
like, "you can get your kicks on Route 66." Well, Beau's 
Route 66 is Interstate 81. This northeast by southwest 
highway is like a weather front that divides warm air 
from cool air. People along Route 81, as a group, seem 
friendlier and more relaxed than the people east of this 
road. They live just far enough from major east coast 
cities to be less affected by the strains of urban life. 

Since the Lehigh valley isn't on Route 81, we must 
travel north to Wilkes-Barre or west to Harrisburg to 
explore this road. Don't worry about that gap in be¬ 
tween, there's not much there, at least of gay interest. 
Now where to start? Oh, let's go north first because it's 
up on the map and Beau likes up. 

Wilkes-Barre use to be hard to get into, but RUMORS, 
315 Fox Ridge Plaza, is on the outskirts, in the area of 
the racetrack. Downtown is more accessible now with 
the completion of new roads and SELECTIONS, 45 
Public Square, is the place to be, or be seen. Several 
years ago, Beau was taken to VAUDVILLA, 465 Main 
St., Kingston, for a bite to eat. The food was good and I 
had a nice time, but if you're attractive, the older queens 

will make you 
their feast at 
VAUDVILLA. 

Beau has friends 
in Wilkes-Barre 
so I rarely go to 
the bars. I also 
don't find Wilkes- 
Barre interesting 
enough to spend 
the day. The 
after-work scene 
at the clubs was 
never much 
either. Maybe 
things have 
changed. Guess 
I’ll go back soon. 

Oh, let's jump 
around and head 
to Harrisburg. If 
Allentown and 
Wilkes-Barre are 
the step-sisters of 
Philadelphia, the 
Harrisburg is 
most likely a Cin¬ 
derella, whose 


Jacqueline 
Marisli, MA. 

Counseling 

Recovery 
/ A.C.O.A. 

Spiritual 
A 6 s ertivene ss 
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1322 Center Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 
610.865.1006 




beauty was ignored because she had to scrub those 
nasty floors at the disabled nuclear power plant. Now 
her prince, the gay friendly Mayor Steven, has put the 
glass slipper back on Cinderella and declared her a prin¬ 
cess. He has cleaned up the main halls of the palace 
for her and has reluctantly offered to buy her a baseball 
team. Why, Beau would be stuffing his foot in the glass 
slipper if it got him a baseball team! 

Happy hour is worth doing in Harrisburg. The NEP¬ 
TUNE, 268 North Street, gets lively as early as 4pm 
when State workers get off (of work, that is!) After all, 
the NEPTUNE is practically at the bottom of the state 
capitol building's steps. So, if you get to town early, go 
see the capitol building. It is beautiful. You can also 
lunch at Strawberry Square. The food court there is a 
people watching / cruising delight. The only distraction 
was a water sculpture that piddled. It sounded like 
someone taking a long pee and makes Beau have to 
go. 

Other clubs in Harrisburg have come and gone, but 
there always seems to be a few in walking distance of 
the NEPTUNE, making it fun to go from club to club and 
giving it more of a Philly feel than Allentown. Open 
nearby is STALLIONS, 706 N. Third Street, but you en¬ 
ter in the rear. STALLIONS is the big club and has re¬ 
cently been remodeled. What once looked like a barn¬ 
yard dance hall is now very stylish. Beau especially 
likes the bright dance floor lights. Why have all those 
hot dancers out there if you can't see them? This is fun, 
liking cruising the boardwalk. If only some other clubs 
would take notice of this. 

The STRAWBERRY, 704 North Third Street, is be¬ 
tween the other bars and attracts a different crowd. It 
replaces the old STRAWBERRY which burned. The old 
location was roomier, but a little far to walk from the 
main clubs. Now it's a regular pea in the pod. 

The waterfront, museums, architecture, restaurants 
and shopping all make for an interesting day, or more, 
in downtown Harrisburg. It's only an hour and a half 
away, so go soon if you haven't. 

Okay, back to the north. Above Wilkes-Barre is 
Scranton. Until recently, there wasn't much to do in 
downtown Scranton. Now that has changed. A 













ve., Suite C Whitehall, PA 

(Entrance to Wal-Mart) 


Where the Sun 
Always Shines! 


UNLIMITED TANNING 


1 FREE VISIT i 1 FREE VISIT 


With This Coupon 

No Purchase Necessary - Expires 8/31/95 

Golden Sun Tanning Center 434*434$ 


With This Coupon 

No Purchase Necessary - Expires 8/31/95 

Golden Sun Tanning Center 434*4345 


(No Per Visit Fee Required) 
30 minute Maximum Visit 


1 MONTH.$39 

2 MONTH.$69 

3 MONTH.$99 


LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE 


We will match any competitor's 
Advertised Membership Plan 
-PLUS- 

an Additional 10% Discount! 


Open 

7 

days 

a 

week 


Golden Sun 


Call Today for 
an appointment! 
(610) 434-4345 


































...continued from page 28 


Beau 

downtown mall, Steamtown, and more to come, are 
revitalizing Scranton. So, if you go, just wander 
over to the SILHOUETTE, 523 Linden Street. It's a 
small neighborhood type of place that Beau was 
only in once, but it was friendly. There was another 
place downtown advertised as gay, but it was 
straight the last time I stopped in. Go to 
SILHOUETTE first and get the local scoop from 
them. Tell them Beau sent you. 

Beau romanticizes about Scranton too much. 

He's been involved over the years with three men 
from Scranton. How can a person think too highly 
of a town with junkyards along the major roads 
around it? And yet, when I'm there, I'm grateful and 
in awe of the city that produced these three wonderful 
men. 

North of Scranton near the New York State line, but 
still in Pennsylvania, is a gay male campground called 
HILLSIDE, exit 66 off 1-81. Extremely popular, you need 
to call first especially about weekend reservations. 
There's a pool and dance hall and some meals are 
available and affordable. It is clothing optional, so go 
work on that all over tan. Beau, however, is a little 
uneasy with naked guys who practically have a small 
jewelry store pierced into their groin areas. How 
embarrassing at the airport when he forgets and can't 
get through the metal detectors for you first tropical 


P K Consulting Associates 
Patricia Klein, M.S. 

Sexuality Issues 
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1013 Brookside Road Box 3624 

Allentown, PA 18106 (610)821-2955 


vacation together. (Attendant: "Please put all your 
metal in the basket" Lover: "Oh, he has already!") All 
kidding aside, everyone who has gone to HILLSIDE 
says they had a great time. 

There's also ONEIDA campground, exit 67 off 1-81. 
Beau hasn't been there yet, so I'll just call it to your 
attention for now. 

Beau hasn't run out of stories, but I've run out of 
room. I'll get back on Route 81 again. Meanwhile, 
maybe I can get some catchy lyrics like the theme to 
Route 66. Something like, "You can have great fun 
traveling along 1-81!" 


DRAG QUEEN CHRONICLES 



E-MAIL US !!! 
ABOVEGRND@AOL.COM 


(610) 433-6260 
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Nicholls 


609 HAMILTON MALL 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
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PH1LLY 


Giovannni's Room 

345 s. 12th St. 


BETHLEHEM 


READING 


Diamonz 

1913 W. Broad St. 


The Scarab 

724 Franklin St. 


The Book Rack 

705 Cestnut St. 


Barnes & Noble 
Bookstore 

2590 MacArthur Rd. 


If you would like to 
distribute AboveGround 
at your business, call: 
( 610 ) 821-1321 


ALLENTOWN 


HELLERTOWN 


Candida 

247 N. 10th St. 

Grace Covenant 
Fellowship 

247 N. 10th St. 

MCC/Lehigh Valley 

@St. John's UCC 
6th & Walnut Sts. 
(Sun.Eves. only) 

Open Space Gallery 

913 Hamilton Mall 


Zeitgeist Bei 
Wassergass 

3952 Lower Saucon Rd. 

NEW HOPE 

The Book Gallery 

Mechanic Street 

Blue Ribbon Gallery 

78 Ney Alley 

The Cartwheel 

Route 202 


Seattle Espresso 

722 Hamilton Mall 


The Raven 

385 West Bride St. 


Stonewall / 
Moose Lounge 

28-30 N. 10th St. 


Poetry @ 

I love someone 1 do not know. 

Yet, bow of 

And I feel things wildly wonderful things 
when this someone sings ... 

1 remember true love - 
1 was passion's prey. 

I remember when 1 was the singer, 
the star for awhile, in a way. 

And all that's taken over 

And all that has ever been 

seems to melt when I feel what I've felt 

just imagining me as you within. 

--for Lari &hox, taken from us August 1, 
some ten years ago. 


- Iolsta Hatt @ 


"The man who does not read 
good books has no advantage 
over the man 
who can't read them." 

-Mark Twain 


Over 

40,000 

used books in stock! 

'Pied**, & 7ta4{,- 0 ?ic£io4i 

Including a 
kick-ass 

selection of Poetry & Literature, 
and a rapidly growing 
LESB1GAY section. 

Trade in your used books for store credit 
(see Cathy or Janet for details). 

"BOOK RACK 

705 Chestnut St., Emmaus (610)965-8355 
M, Tu, W, F: 10 to 7 Thurs: 10 to 8 Sat: 10 to 6 
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Let us make your next occasion a memorable 
success through our distinctive banquet services, 


★ Office Parties 


Allentown 


★ Holiday Parties 


★ Special Events 


904 Hamilton Mall 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101 
Telephone 610-433-2221 
Fax 610-433-6455 


★ Conventions 


JEFFREY DEANGELIS 

Banquet Services Manager 


Tie Leilfii Volley'* Ctly Fli4 Clem iotei ajU cc+M&htl&h cefrtei! 
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AIDS Related Groups Bars/Clubs 


AIDS Outreach 
112 N. 5th St. 
Allentown, PA 18102 
610-435-8424 

AIDS Services Center 
60 W. Broad St. 

Suite 205 

Bethlehem, PA 18108 
610-974-8701 

F.A.C.T. 

P.O. Box 1028 
Allentown, PA 18105 
610-820-5519 


Latino AIDS Outreach 
(610) 861-6845 


FACT Bucks County 
P.O. Box 616 
Buckingham, PA 
18912 


Allentown Health 
Bureau 
-HIV testing- 
245 N. 6th St. 
Allentown, Pa 18102 
contact David Moyer 
(610)437-7742 


Candida 
247 N. 12th St. 
Allentown, PA 18102 
610-434-3071 


The Cartwheel 
Route 202 

New Hope, PA 18938 
215-862-0880 


Diamonz 

1913 W. Broad St. 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 
610-865-1028 


The Raven 
385 W. Bridge St. 
New Hope, PA 18938 
215-862-2081 


Scarab 

724 Franklin St. 
Reading, PA 19604 
610-375-7878 


Stonewall / 

Moose Lounge 
28-31 N. 10th St. 
Allentown, PA 18101 
610-432-0215 


Religious Groups 



Universal Life Church, Inc. 
Rev. Joel S. Diehl, DD.MsD. 
610-433-5325 
* please leave message. 

Grace Covenant Fellowship 
247 N. 10th St. 

Allentown-, PA 18102 
610-740-0247 

MCC of the Lehigh Valley 
-worship at St. John's UCC 
6th & Walnut Sts. 

Allentown, PA 18102 
(610)439-8755 

Integrity 

610-395-1785 

610-758-8642 

Hope Ministries 

Rev. Bob J. Forte 
610-791-0716 

24hrs. - leave message. 


Misc. Organizations 


PRIDE 

of the Lehigh Valley 
P.O. Box 20804 
Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
610-770-6200 


Lehigh Valley Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force 
PO Box 20253 
Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
610-515-1551 


League of Gay & 
Lesbian Voters 
Lehigh Valley Chapter 
P.O. Box 20781 
Lehigh Valley, PA 
18002-0781 
(610) 437-2294 


NorthEastern Pennsylvania 
TransGender Assoc. 
NEPTGA 

Meeting 2nd Sat. monthly 
Beginning in July 
P.O. Box 3694 
Easton, PA 
18043-3694 
(610)821-2955 


Lehigh Valley 
Gay Men's Chorus 
P.O. Box 20712 
Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
610-740-0247 
610-821-0578 


P-FLAG do Barbara Fasick 
2040 Lehigh St. #710 
Easton, PA 18042 
610-258-4794 


Lehigh Valley Lesbians 
Unitarian Univ. Church 
Bethlehem, PA 
(610) 253-5454 
meetings - 3rd Thursday 
of every month 


Velvet Spikers 
volley ball - tennis 
P.O. Box 21862 
Lehigh Valley. PA 
18002-1862 
610-434-2966 


If your organization 
would like to be 
listed in this section 
write to us at AboveGround 
or call (610)821-1321 


Vrr/; ■ 
















































fSBOVEV GRO UND Classifieds / Personals 


Vour Source for News & Views in and around the Lehigh Valley 

RATES 

I- 4 lines $ 5.00 

5-10 lines $10.00 

II- 15 lines $15.00 


INSTRUCTIONS 

Fill out the boxes at left exactly as 
you would like your ad to appear. 
Leave a space between each 
word. Check the heading you 
would like to have your ad run 
under. Calculate the price based 
on number of lines and send check 
or money order made payable to 
"COBALT BLUE" along with form 
to: AboveGround 
PO Box 1656 
Allentown, PA 18105-1656 


cost of lines_X_number of issues=_ 

Anything submitted to AboveGround must be received by the 15th 
of the month to be published in the following months issue. Anything 
received after that date will be held over to the next issue. 

Name(optional)_ 

Mailing Address_ 

Phone(optional)- **lf y OU WO uld like a full-issue-copy of your ad, include $1.50 for P&H 


AboveGround reserves 
the right to edit ads as 
needed or to refuse any 
ad for any reason. 

You must be 18 or older 
to place or respond to 
any ad. 



□ male friends □ female friends □ help wanted ^services 

□ for sale □ messages □ roommates □ wanted Dpets 

□ real estate-rent □ real estate-sale Dmisc □ other_ 



SUBSRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Rates: 1 Year (12 issues) $24.00 - 2 Year (24 issues) $45.00 - 3 Year (36 issues) $ 65.00 

C SAVE$t > C SAVE$7 > 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE (optional): 

Send check or money order, made payable to: COBALT BLUE 
P.O.Box 1656 Allentown, PA 18105-1656 


Allentown, RA 18105-1656 


R.O. Box 1656 
























































CLASSIFIEDS 


REAL ESTATE 

SALE 

!!!! JUST LISTED !!!! 
Smart Buyer's Gem ! 
$44,900 

In-law suite adds to 
this beauty! 4 bd, 

2 ba, Irg. mod.kit, 
woodstove. Great 
opportunity for owner 
w/roommate! 

Have help paying 
the mortgage! 
TOTAL PAYMENT (piti) 
$462.15 

A REAL CUTIE PIE ! 
$74,900 

Discover the charm of 
this cute cape! Quiet 
street, 1st fir laund & 
fam.rm, kit, off-st. pk, 
fenced yd, patio. 2 bed. 
TOTAL PAYMENT (piti) 
$749.91 

Dont Ever Pay Rent 
again! For further info 
& private tour 
contact: Gail Hoover 
(610) 439-1491 

FOR SALE 

BRING THE VIBE 
HOME !! 

Dance Tapes For 
All Partiers 
Over 20 tapes 
to Choose... 
...From Classic Disco 
to House Call: 

DJ CHRIS 
For Catalog 
(610)435-9383 


MALE FRIENDS 

Sexually Insatiable 
employed, Single GWM 
5'8"/51/160#, loyal, 
honest, independent, 
neat, fit, nice Ikg! 

Not afraid of work, 
to learn, to play or 
to love. Avoid drugs 
drunks and clothing! 
ISO similar nearby, 
younger GWM able to 
commit to friendship 
or poss. as lifetime 
monog. lovers. (610) 
867-4707 (Bethlehem) 


SERVICES 

UNISEX MASSAGE 
Relaxing & Theraputic 
CALL: 

(610) 264-1959 


EXOTIC DANCERS 
Male & Female 
Available 
CALL: 
FANTASY 
ENTERTAINMENT 
(610) 798-1403 


When YOU put 
on a dress is it... 
Pleasurable... Lonely- 
Secret... Scary ? 
There is Help/Support 
Phone: (610)821-2955 
or Write: Box 3624 
Allentown, PA 18106 


DID YOU KNOW? 

That you could sell 
your old junk or your 
services in this space 
for only $5 ? 

See details at left!!! 


The League of Gay and 
Lesbian Voters of PA 
presents a monthly benefit 

I A SMOKE FREE NON- ALCOHOL! 

DANCE 

and 

SOCIAL GATHERING 

for 

LESBIANS AND 
THEIR FRIENDS 

A great chance to meet 
new friends in your 
community ! 

FRIDAY SEPT. 22 8-11 
FRIDAY OCT. 20 8-11 

vnv - VOTER'S GUIDE 
rsvJV. DISTRIBUTION 

THURS. DEC. 21 8-11 

ADMISSION $ 6.00 
More Info 610-432-5449 
































We At total Colo* ! 

WIGS 


COLOR 

CUT 

REHAB 

• 

SALES 

& 

SERVICE 


77 West Broad Street, Unit #4 Bethlehem, PA 610-882-9848 


American hairlineS 

















